Christmas Eve
2023



Lessons & Carols

Tonight’s service is a joint service of two local churches both members
of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA).
During our service tonight, we will hear the reading of six lessons, sing a
variety of carols and songs, pray, and have a mediation on a biblical text.
Our Lessons & Carols service is an adaptation of an 1880 Christmas Eve service
by E. W. Benson in Truro, UK. His son, A. C. Benson recalled: “My father
arranged from ancient sources a little service for Christmas Eve—nine carols
and nine tiny lessons.” Almost immediately other churches adapted the
service for their own use. Some of our service tonight is patterned after the
King’s College Chapel of King’s College, Cambridge which broadcasts a
traditional Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols service each year.

May you find joy and peace in the Lord tonight.

Tonight’s Cover Artwork: The Annunciation to the Shepherds, Henry
Ossawa Tanner, oil on canvas, 12 3/4 x 15 7/8 in., circa 1895, private

collection, in the public domain, https://useum.org/artwork/The-
Annunciation-to-the-Shepherds-Henry-Ossawa-Tanner
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Prelude
Sonata No. 4 in D Major, Op 1, No 13, HWV 371, Mvt.1: Largo - George Frideric Handel

“See, Amid the Winter's Snow” arr. Dan Forrest

See, amid the winter's snow,
born for us on earth below,
see the tender Lamb appears,
promised from eternal years.

Hail, thou ever blessed morn!
Hail, redemption's happy dawn!
Sing through all Jerusalem,
"Christ is born in Bethlehem."

Welcome to this special service. We are very happy that you have come to
share with us in this great occasion which is an act of worship for us here and
for Christians throughout the world.

Please silence your cell phones so that they will not ring during the service.
Follow the invitations to stand or sit as you are able, but feel free to remain
seated, if that is more comfortable for you.

As you consider the Christmas message, we wish you a very Merry Christmas!

The Adoration of the Shepherds,
with the lamp

Rembrandt Harmensz. Van Rijn,

c. 1654, engraving

18.6 x 27.8 cm (7 5/16 x 19 15/16 in)
Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam




Call to Worship:

Beloved in Christ, this Christmas Eve let us find delight in hearing again the
message of the angels; in heart and mind to go to Bethlehem and see this thing
which has come to pass, and the Babe lying in a manger. Let us read and mark
in Holy Scripture of the loving purposes of God from the first days of our
disobedience to the glorious Redemption brought us by this Holy Child; and let
us make this place glad with our carols of praise:

“This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.”
(Psalm 118:24)

Lighting of the Four Advent Wreath Candles
Micah 5:2 The Hepperle Family

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,
who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose coming forth is from of old,
from ancient days.

Once in Royal David’s City Hershey PCA Children

Once in royal David’s city
stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby
in a manger for his bed:
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.
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Lesson 1

Genesis 3:8-15, 17-19 Diane Kanode

God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise and
that this seed will bruise the serpent’s head.

And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the
day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God
among the trees of the garden. ° But the LORD God called to the man and said to
him, “Where are you?” 1° And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and
I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 1! He said, “Who told you that
you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?”
12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the
tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you
have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” * The LORD
God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all
livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you
shall eat all the days of your life. 15 I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall
bruise his heel.”

17 And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have
eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,” cursed is the
ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 18 thorns
and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. ¥ By
the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it
you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”
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German melody, 15th cent.
Arr. by Michael Praetorius, 1609; alt.

ES IST EIN' ROS’ ENTSPRUNGEN 7.6.7.6.6.7.6.

tjy Harriett R. Spaeth, 1875
St. 5 tr. by John C. Mattes, 1914

St. 1-2 tr. by Theodore Baker, 1894

German hymn, ca. 1500

St. 3-41r,



Lesson 2

Isaiah 7:14 & Isaiah 9:2, 6-7

The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior.

Isaiah 7:14
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and shall call his name Immanuel.

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
on them has light shone.

6 For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7 Of the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Brady Dolon



Evening Prayer

We pray tonight for the needs of this whole world; for peace and goodwill over
all the earth; for peace, purity, and love within the Church he came to build.

In particular, we pray tonight for our Nation, our Commonwealth, and all
those governing, residing, or this night visiting in Dauphin and Lebanon
counties, along with the ongoing work of the Presbyterian Church in
America (PCA), her churches, missionaries, and partners in ministry
throughout the world.

At this time, we also remember in his name the poor and the helpless, the cold,
the hungry, the abused, the exploited, and the oppressed; the sick in body
and in mind and them that mourn; the lonely, the isolated and those
unloved; the elderly and the little children; those retired ministers and their
widows who have served the gospel throughout life; all who know not the
Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his Holy Spirit.

Lastly, we give thanks to God for all those who rejoice with us, but upon
another shore and in a greater light, that multitude which no one can
number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in our
Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one.

These prayers and praises we humbly offer up to you, our Father, in Jesus’s
Name, and we sum up all our prayers, praying in the words which our Lord
Jesus Christ himself taught us:

“Our Father who art in heaven,
Hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.”

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever.

Amen.

Light Text = by Leader
Bold Text = by All in Unison



Lesson 3

Isaiah 11:1-9 Ishmael Woodard

The prophet foretells the character and reign of the Savior.

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.

2 And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him,

the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and might,

the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.

3 And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide disputes by what his ears hear,

4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
5 Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist,
and faithfulness the belt of his loins.

6 The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,
and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat,
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together;
and a little child shall lead them.
7 The cow and the bear shall graze;
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.

8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra,
and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's den.
? They shall not hurt or destroy
in all my holy mountain;
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.

10



All Is Well Ensemble

All is well, all is well.
Angels and men rejoice!
For tonight darkness fell

Into the dawn of love's light.
Sing Alle,
Sing Alleluial

All is well, all is well.

Let there be peace on earth.
Sing, for Christ is come, go and tell
That he is in the manger.
Sing Alle,

Sing Alleluia!

All is well, all is well.
Lift up your voice and sing.
Born is now Emmanuel.
Born is our Lord and Savior.
Sing Alleluia!

All is well!

Born is now Emmanuel.
Born is our Lord and Savior.
Sing Alleluia!

Sing Alleluia, Alleluia!
All is well, all is well.

11



Lesson 4

Luke 2:1-7 Malacai Victa

Luke’s Gospel tells of the birth of Jesus.

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be
registered. This was the first registration where Quirinius was governor of Syria. 2 And
all went to be registered, each to his own town. * And Joseph also went up from
Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, * to be registered with
Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. ¢ And while they were there, the time came
for her to give birth.” And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in
swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them
in the inn.

Lighting of the Center Candle:
The center candle is lit after the reading of the birth of Jesus Christ in recognition
that the light of the world has come.

The Nativity

Albrecht Direr, 1504, engraving

Overall: 18.6 x 27.8 cm (7 5/16 x 19 15/16 in)
Rosewald Collection

National Gallery of Art, Washington, DC

12



* Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come Congregation
r 7
S D B e e LR
e — g9 %2
= . H V‘
1. Joy to the world! The Lord is come: let earth re - ceive her
2. Joy to the earth! The Sav- ior reigns: let men their songs em -
3. No more let sins and sor-rows grow, nor thoms in - fest the
4. He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the na - tions
Ll : ;: g : —H : : J. Rb
ELEE =25 ==
I Y v I p 1 !
7
e e N ey
6 55y .
King; let ev - ery heart pre - pare  him room,
ploy; while fields and floods, rocks,  hills, and plains
ground; he comes to make his bless - ings flow
prove the glo - ries of his  righ - teous - ness
g!o ;‘ " F;- [ b — doed ; 7]
1 1 . é L
i
n_# | 8
ST e
S g 4§
and heav’n and na - ture sing, and heav’n and na - ture
re - peat the sound- ing joy, re - peat the sound- ing
far as  the curse is found, far as the curse is
and won- ders of  his love, and won- ders of his
and heav’n and na - ture sing,
. - TR d
O .4 N P 4 = |l P <
FH— £ —e e ——@
h 18 b3 1) 1) 1) 1) 1) .
‘S S S A s -
o r D | N pa a7 20d g
TES= SS= s essa s
N
sing, and heav’n, and heav’n and na - ture sing.
joy, re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, far as, far as the curse is found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of his  love.
5
) . N & e ]
R * g s | ==
e = | izt —
heav’n and na - ture sing,

ANTIOCH C.M.rep.

Georxe Frederick Handel, 1742

rr. by Lowell Mason, 1836

Based on Psalm 98
Isaac Watts, 1719



Lesson 5

Luke 2:8-20 Pastor David Kertland

The angels announce the birth of the Savior to the shepherds.

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their
flock by night. ® And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 1° And the angel said to
them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the
people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling
cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude
of the heavenly host praising God and saying,

M “Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which
the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 7 And when they saw it, they made known
the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 8 And all who heard it
wondered at what the shepherds told them. ° But Mary treasured up all these things,
pondering them in her heart. 2° And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

14



Evening Meditation Pastor David Kertland

“The One Gift to Provide It All”
Text: John 1:14a

The Adoration of the Shepherds
From the Studio of Rembrandt van Rijn, Anonymous artist, pen and brown ink with gray-brown wash
Overall: 18.6 x 27.8 cm (7 5/16 x 19 15/16 in)
Widener Collection; National Gallery of Art, Washington, DC; 1942.9.660; Open Access.
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Arr. by William H. Cummings, 1856
Lesson 6

1 John 4:9-10, 14 Pastor Cisco Victa

The Apostle announces the good news about the Savior.
In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only
Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 1° In this is love, not

that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our sins.

4 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the
Savior of the world.
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Candle Lighting

As we see the light of the candles spread throughout the dark room, we are
reminded of Jesus’s words that he is the Light of the world (John 8:12)

He has called his followers to announce the message about him to the
world so that all nations might come and worship him.

Safety concern:

To prevent dripping and damage to furniture and flooring, we ask
that lit candles always be kept vertical. Let the person next to you
put their unlit candle into your flame. Please extinguish the flame
immediately following tonight’s benediction. Thank you.

LED candles are available for young children and those who prefer a

flameless light.

Please return all candles after the service.
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STILLE NACHT Irreg.
Franz Gruber, 1818
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*Benediction

2 Corinthians 13:14

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”
Amen.

Postlude

*Congregation standing, as you are able.

Tonight'’s Service Information

1) Thank you to all our participants in tonight’s service!
2) Artwork: Cover: The Annunciation to the Shepherds, Henry Ossawa Tanner, circa 1895, 12 3/4 x 15 7/8 in.,

private collection, in the public domain. Page 3: “The Adoration of the Shepherds, with lamp” (Rembrandt
Harmensz. Van Rijn, c. 1654, www.artbible.info/ art/large/981.html); Page 12: “The Nativity” (Albrecht Direr,
1504, 1943.3.3557, Open Access. www.nga.gov/content/ngaweb/ Collection/art-object-page.6675.html);
Page 15: “The Adoration of the Shepherds” (the studio of Rembrandt van Rijn, 1606-1669, 1942.9.660, Open
Access. www.nga.gov/content/ngaweb/ Collection/art-object-page.1838.html) Artwork is in the public
domain.

3) Music: Sound: Keith Dolon; Pianist: Jared Salyards; Orchestra: Ephraim Church (violin), Isaiah Church (violin),

Thaddaeus Church (viola), Josh Franklin (violin), Peter Gibble (viola), Grace Salyards (French horn), Anita Wood
(trumpet) Ensemble: Crystal Basom, Asahel Church, Emily Church, Laura Church, Jericho Church, Leah Gibble,
Bonnie Kertland, Yaasha Hepperle, Mark Linstedt, Pam Linstedt, Bradley Weaver, Don Wood, and Sonia Yoo.
Carols: “Once in Royal David’s City” (225), “O Come, All Ye Faithful” (208), “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”
(221), “Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come” (195), “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” (203), and “Silent Night! Holy
Night!” (210) are reprinted from the Trinity Hymnal (Atlanta, GA: Great Commission Publications, 2000). Music
used by permission: CCLI License #703337.

4) Quotes: Biblical quotes are from the English Standard Version (ESV) unless otherwise noted. The comments on

page 2 and the Evening Prayer on Page 12 have been modified and revised from the 2022 King’s College
Chapel booklet for the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols which can be viewed at www.kings.cam.ac.uk/
chapel/a-festival-of-nine-lessons-and-carols.
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