Good Friday Tenebrae Service
March 29, 2024



Welcome to Hershey PCA (HPCA). We are glad to have you join with us in
the worship of God through Jesus Christ, our Savior and King.

We also welcome today those who join with us from Lebanon Valley
Presbyterian Church (LVPCA).

Today’s Tenebrae service will feature several readings of the account of
Jesus’s crucifixion from Matthew’s Gospel along with several songs of
meditation.

Throughout the service candles will be extinguished to remind us that the
world was plunged into darkness as the Light of the World was hanging
on the cross (Matthew 27:45).

Thanks to all those who participate in making this worship service possible.

Along with tonight's readers (indicated at the appropriate reading),
worship service participants may include in alphabetical order:
Ephraim Church (violin), Laura Church (vocals), Keith Dolon (sound), Joe
Kearns (tin whistle), Bonnie Kertland (vocals), David Kertland (preaching),
Cisco Victa (leading worship), Don Wood (vocals), and Nick Yingst (piano).
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Prelude
Welcome
*Greeting

Leader:
People:

Leader:

People:
Leader:
People:

Leader:

People:

* Congregation standing

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Blessed be the name of the Lord our God,

who redeems us from sin and death.

For us and for our salvation, Christ became
obedient unto death, even death on a cross.
Blessed be the name of the Lord.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift up our hearts, to the Lord.



*What Wondrous Love is This
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The Southern Harmony, 1835

WONDROUS LOVE 12.9.12.9.

American folk hymn



The OT Prophet Spoke of Him

Prayer for Illumination

Old Testament Scripture Reading Isaiah 53:7-9

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that
is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened
not his mouth. 8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as for his
generation, who considered that he was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken
for the transgression of my people? ° And they made his grave with the wicked and
with a rich man in his death, although he had done no violence, and there was no

deceit in his mouth.

Evening Meditation Pastor David Kertland

Part of our ongoing series in Isaiah 51-55: Repentance & Faith (6)

1. God’s Servant

2. God’s Servant

Prayer of Thanks



He Fulfilled What Had Been Foretold

Our Gospel Reading tonight is from Matthew’s account.
We begin in chapter 26:36, picking up after Jesus and his disciples leave from
celebrating the Passover in which Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper.

Reading 1 John Long

2636 Jesus went with themto a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his
disciples, “Sit here, while I go over there and pray.” 37 And taking with him Peter
and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said
to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with
me.” 3 And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father,
if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you
will.” % And he came to the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to
Peter, “So, could you not watch with me one hour? ! Watch and pray that you may
not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” *2 Again,
for the second time, he went away and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless
I drink it, your will be done.” *3 And again he came and found them sleeping, for their
eyes were heavy. # So, leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third time,
saying the same words again. ** Then he came to the disciples and said to them, “Sleep
and take your rest later on. See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed

into the hands of sinners. 6 Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.”

Extinguishing the First Candle



Reading 2 Leah Gibble

2647 While he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a great
crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 8 Now
the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; seize
him.” #° And he came up to Jesus at once and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” And he kissed
him. 50 Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you came to do.” Then they came up and
laid hands on Jesus and seized him. 5' And behold, one of those who were with Jesus
stretched out his hand and drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest
and cut off his ear. % Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place.
For all who take the sword will perish by the sword. 53 Do you think that I cannot appeal
to my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? ** But
how then should the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must be so?” 5% At that hour Jesus
said to the crowds, “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to
capture me? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not seize
me. 56 But all this has taken place that the Scriptures of the prophets might be
fulfilled.” Then all the disciples left him and fled.

Extinguishing the Second Candle
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Johann Heermann, 1630
Tr. in Yattendon Hymnal, 1899

HERZLIEBSTER JESU 11.11.11.5.
Johann Criiger, 1640




Reading 3 Ishmael Woodard

26:57 Then those who had seized Jesus led him to Caiaphas the high priest, where the
scribes and the elders had gathered. *8 And Peter was following him at a distance, as
far as the courtyard of the high priest, and going inside he sat with the guards to see
the end. 5 Now the chief priests and the whole council were seeking false testimony
against Jesus that they might put him to death, ° but they found none, though many
false witnesses came forward. At last two came forward ¢! and said, “This man said,
‘I am able to destroy the temple of God, and to rebuild it in three days.”” %2 And the
high priest stood up and said, “Have you no answer to make? What is it that these
men testify against you?” %3 But Jesus remained silent. And the high priest said to
him, “I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of
God.” % Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, from now on you will see
the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of
heaven.” ¢ Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has uttered blasphemy.
What further witnesses do we need? You have now heard his blasphemy. % What is
your judgment?” They answered, “He deserves death.” %7 Then they spit in his face and
struck him. And some slapped him, % saying, “Prophesy to us, you Christ! Who is it
that struck you?”

Extinguishing the Third Candle



Reading 4 Kristen Clemmer

26:69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came up to him
and said, “You also were with Jesus the Galilean.” 7° But he denied it before them all,
saying, “I do not know what you mean.” 7! And when he went out to the entrance,
another servant girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man was with
Jesus of Nazareth.” 7”2 And again he denied it with an oath: “I do not know the
man.” 73 After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you
too are one of them, for your accent betrays you.” 7* Then he began to invoke a curse
on himself and to swear, “I do not know the man.” And immediately the rooster
crowed. 7 And Peter remembered the saying of Jesus, “Before the rooster crows, you
will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly.

Extinguishing the Fourth Candle
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*Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted
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Geistliche Volkslieder, Paderborn, 1850

O MEIN JESU, ICH MUSS STERBEN 8.7.8.7.D.

Thomas Kelly, 1804
Alt. 1961



Reading 5 Paul Hepperle

271 When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people took counsel
against Jesus to put him to death.?And they bound him and led him away

and delivered him over to Pilate the governor.

27:11 Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the
King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You have said so.” 12 But when he was accused by the
chief priests and elders, he gave no answer. 13 Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not
hear how many things they testify against you?” * But he gave him no answer, not
even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed.

15 Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one
prisoner whom they wanted. 1 And they had then a notorious prisoner called
Barabbas. 17 So when they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me
to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” 18 For he knew that it was
out of envy that they had delivered him up. '° Besides, while he was sitting on the
judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that righteous
man, for I have suffered much because of him today in a dream.” 2° Now the chief
priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy
Jesus. 21 The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release
for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22 Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with
Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be crucified!” 22 And he said,
“Why? What evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!”

24So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was
beginning, he took water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am
innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 25 And all the people answered, “His
blood be on us and on our children!” 26 Then he released for them Barabbas, and

having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified.

Extinguishing the Fifth Candle

12



Reading 6 Diane Kanode

27:27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and
they gathered the whole battalion before him. 28 And they stripped him and put a
scarlet robe on him, ?° and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head
and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying,
“Hail, King of the Jews!” 3% And they spit on him and took the reed and struck him on
the head. 3! And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe and put his
own clothes on him and led him away to crucify him.

32 As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled
this man to carry his cross. 33 And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which
means Place of a Skull), 3% they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when
he tasted it, he would not drink it. 3 And when they had crucified him, they divided his
garments among them by casting lots. 36 Then they sat down and kept watch over him
there. 37 And over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is
Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 38 Then two robbers were crucified with him, one on the
right and one on the left. 3 And those who passed by derided him, wagging their
heads %° and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days,
save yourselfl If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” *1 So also the chief
priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, *> “He saved others; he cannot
save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down now from the cross, and we
will believe in him. 43 He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For
he said, ‘I am the Son of God.”” ** And the robbers who were crucified with him also

reviled him in the same way.

Extinguishing the Sixth Candle
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Hans Lec Hassler, 1601

PASSION CHORALE 7.6.7.6.D.
Arr. by Johann Sebastian Bach, 1729

Bernard of Clairvaux, 1091-1153
Tr. by Paul Gerhardt, 1656
Tr. by James W. Alexander, 1830



Reading 7 Pastor Cisco Victa

2745 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth
hour. #6 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli,
lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” *” And
some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is calling Elijah.” *8 And one of them
at once ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it
to him to drink. *° But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save

him.” 5° And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit.

Extinguishing the Seventh Candle

Please leave the worship room today in silent meditation.

We leave tonight in sorrow awaiting the joyous announcement
on Easter Sunday that Jesus is risen from the dead.
We invite you to join us at one of our worship locations
on Easter Sunday at 10:00 AM.

1)

2)

3)

This Evening’s Service Information
Artwork: Artist Unknown, Downloaded from https://howard-carter.blogspot.com/2012/04/at-foot-of-cross-
matthew-27-good-friday.html. Accessed 03/26/2024.
Music: “What Wondrous Love Is This” (261), “Ah, Holy Jesus, How Hast Thou Offended” (248), “Stricken, Smitten and
Afflicted” (257), and “O Sacred Head Now Wounded” (247) are reprinted from The Trinity Hymnal (Great Commission
Publications, Atlanta, GA, 2000). Music used by permission: CCLI License #20711820 and CCLI Streaming License
#20711837.
Quotes: Biblical quotes are from the English Standard Version (ESV). Page 17: from the hymn “And Can It Be That |
Should Gain” from The Trinity Hymnal (Great Commission Publications, Atlanta, GA, 2000, 455).
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“And can it be that I should gain
an interest in the Savior’s blood?
Died he for me, who caused his pain?

For me, who him to death pursued?

Amazing love! How can it be
That thou, my God, shouldst die for me?”

Charles Wesley
1707-1788
HersheyPresbyterian ' I
PRESBYTERIANXHURCH IN AXERICA (PCA) LEBéN?\NﬁY’ﬁLLEY
1521 Sand Hill Road 209 West Penn Avenue
Hummelstown, PA 17036 Cleona, PA 17042
717-489-1535 717-769-9627

hersheypca.com lebanonvalleypca.com



