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Today’s Cover Artwork :  Comfort (Strang No. 659) , William Strang (1859 -1921). 

Drypoint on paper . Plate mark: 15.00 cm. x 20.10 cm. David Strang Gift 1955. Accession 

number: P 2333.637. Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art (Modern Two) (Print 

Room). View by appointment.  Personal -use license agreement.  

https://www.nationalgalleries.org/art -and -artists/32813  
 

About the artist:  “During his lifetime, Dumbarton -born  William Strang  (1859 –1921) 

built up an international reputation as a highly skilled and imaginative printmaker, 

portraitist and painter. His diverse subjects ranged from the fantastic to the very real, 

including uncompromising depictions of contemporary life and the eff ects of poverty 

and social injustice, landscapes, subjects from the bible, bewildering allegories, and 

narrative illustrations. He was also a prolific and highly successful portraitist.  

https://www.nationalgalleries.org/art -and -artists/features/william -strang  

 
 

“On the Brink of Death”  

(“ Giunto  è già ’l corso della vita mia ”)  
 

The course of my life has already arrived,  

through a stormy sea, in a frail little boat,  

at the common harbor, where one must render  

account and reckoning for every work.  

So I now recognize how full of error  

was the fond imagination that made art  

my idol and my king, leading me on,  

since all things men desire are full of error.  

Those amorous thoughts, once vain and happy —  

what are they now, when I approach two deaths?  

One I know for certain, the other I fear.  

Neither painting nor sculpture can any longer quiet  

my soul, now turned toward that divine love  

that opened Its arms to take us upon the cross.  
 

Michelangelo Buonarroti  

  

https://www.nationalgalleries.org/art-and-artists/artists/william-strang
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Good Friday Service  

 

We lco me  to this special service  of remembrance of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ 

on the cross.  This year our readings will come from the Gospel of Mark.  

 

Thank you  to our readers , our pianist, singers, sound technician, greeters, and 

all who are helping  this evening . 

 

Today’s Tenebrae service  will feature several readings from the account of 

Jesus ’s crucifixion and death from Mar k ’s Gospel along with several songs of 

meditation.  Throughout the service the candles will be extinguished to remind 

us that the world was plunged into darkness as the Light of the World was 

hanging on the cross. (See Matthew’s Gospel, chapter 27, verse 45.)  

 

We  would like to invite you to join us again on Easter Sunday  to celebrate 

Jesus’s resurrection from the dead ! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Easter Sunday Services  

9:00 AM Bible Classes for all ages  (Hershey only)  

10:00 AM W orship S ervice  (Hershey & Lebanon Valley)  
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Prelude  
 
 

Openi ng  Pastor David Kertland  
  Senior Pastor, Hershey PCA  

 

God sent Jesus into the world, not to condemn the world,  

but that the world through him might be saved,  

that all who believe in him might be delivered  from the power  

of sin and death  and become heirs with him of eternal life.  

Amen.  

 

 

Call to Worship  Psalm 22 :10 -11

 

On you was I cast from my birth,  

and from my mother ’s womb you have been my God.  

 

 11  Be not far from me, for trouble is near,  

and there is none to help.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Opening Prayer
 
   

Lightface Text = Read by Leader  

Bold Text  = Read by Group  
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Mark 14:41b -52  Pastor Paul Hep perle  

  Assistant Pastor , Hershey PCA  
 

“The Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 42  Rise, let us 

be going; see, my betrayer is at hand. ”  

 43  And immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas came, one of 

the twelve, and with him a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief 

priests and the scribes and the elders. 44  Now the betrayer had given 

them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man. Seize him and lead 

him away under guard. ”  45  And when he came, he went up to him at 

once and said, “Rabbi! ”  And he kissed him. 46  And they laid hands on 

him and seized him. 47  But one of those who stood by drew his sword 

and struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his ear. 48  And Jesus 

said to them, “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and 

clubs to capture me? 49  Day after day I was with you in the temple 

teaching, and you did not seize me. But let the Scriptures be fulfilled. ” 

50  And they all left him and fled.  

 51  And a young man followed him, with nothing but a linen cloth 

about his body. And they seized him, 52  but he left the linen cloth and 

ran away naked.  

 
Extinguishing the First  Candle  
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*Go to Dark Gethsemane  Congregation

 

  

  

* Congregation standin g, as personal ability allows.  
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Mark  1 4 :53 -65  Emily  Long  

  Member, Lebanon Valley PCA  
 

And they led Jesus to the high priest. And all the chief priests and the 

elders and the scribes came together. 54  And Peter had followed him at 

a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest. And he was sitting 

with the guards and warming himself at the fire. 55  Now the chief priests 

and the whole council were seeking testimony against Jesus to put him 

to death, but they found none. 56  For many bore false witness against 

him, but their testimony did not agree. 57  And some stood up and bore 

false witness against him, saying, 58  “We heard him say, ‘I will destroy 

this temple that is made with hands, and in three days I will build 

another, not made with hands. ’”  59  Yet even about this their testimony 

did not agree. 60  And the high priest stood up in the midst and asked 

Jesus, “Have you no answer to make? What is it that these men testify 

against you? ”  61  But he remained silent and made no answer. Again the 

high priest asked him, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed? ”        

62  And Jesus said, “ I am, and you will see the Son of Man seated at the 

right hand of Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven. ”  63  And the 

high priest tore his garments and said, “What further witnesses do we 

need? 64  You have heard his blasphemy. What is your decision? ”          

And they all condemned him as deserving death. 65  And some began to 

spit on him and to cover his face and to strike him, saying to him, 

"Prophesy!" And the guards received him with blows.  

 
Extinguishing the Second  Candle  
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Mark 14:66 -72  Cooper Yingst  

  Member, Hershey PCA  
 

And as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of 

the high priest came, 67  and seeing Peter warming himself, she looked 

at him and said, “You also were with the Nazarene, Jesus. ”  68  But he 

denied it, saying, “ I neither know nor understand what you mean. ”    

And he went out into the gateway and the rooster crowed. 69  And the 

servant girl saw him and began again to say to the bystanders,         

“This man is one of them. ”  70  But again he denied it. And after a little 

while the bystanders again said to Peter, “Certainly you are one of 

them, for you are a Galilean. ”  71  But he began to invoke a curse on 

himself and to swear, “ I do not know this man of whom you speak. ”      

72  And immediately the rooster crowed a second time. And Peter 

remembered how Jesus had said to him, “Before the rooster crows twice, 

you will deny me three times. ”  And he broke down and wept.  

 

 
Extinguishing the Third  Candle  
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*Ah Holy Jesus, How Hast Thou Offended  Congregation  
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Mark 15:1 -15   Garrett and Kristen Clemmer  

  Member s, Lebanon Valley PCA  
 

And as soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation 

with the elders and scribes and the whole council. And they bound Jesus 

and led him away and delivered him over to Pilate. 2 And Pilate asked 

him, “Are you the King of the Jews? ”  And he answered him, “You have 

said so. ”  3 And the chief priests accused him of many things. 4 And 

Pilate again asked him, “Have you no answer to make? See how many 

charges they bring against you. ”  5 But Jesus made no further answer, 

so that Pilate was amazed.  

 6 Now at the feast he used to release for them one prisoner for whom 

they asked. 7 And among the rebels in prison, who had committed 

murder in the insurrection, there was a man called Barabbas. 8 And the 

crowd came up and began to ask Pilate to do as he usually did for them. 

9 And he answered them, saying, “Do you want me to release for you 

the King of the Jews? ”  10  For he perceived that it was out of envy that 

the chief priests had delivered him up. 11  But the chief priests stirred up 

the crowd to have him release for them Barabbas instead. 12  And Pilate 

again said to them, “Then what shall I do with the man you call the 

King of the Jews? ”  13  And they cried out again, “Crucify him. ”  14  And 

Pilate said to them, “Why, what evil has he done? ”  But they shouted all 

the more, “Crucify him. ”  15  So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, 

released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, he delivered 

him to be crucified.  

 
Extinguishing the Fourth  Candle  
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* O Lord, How Many Are My Foes!  (Psalm 3)  Congregation  
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Mark 15:16 -32  Diane Kanode  

  Member, Hershey  PCA  
 

And the soldiers led him away inside the palace (that is, the 

governor ’s headquarters), and they called together the whole battalion. 

17  And they clothed him in a purple cloak, and twisting together a crown 

of thorns, they put it on him. 18  And they began to salute him, “Hail, 

King of the Jews! ”  19  And they were striking his head with a reed and 

spitting on him and kneeling down in homage to him. 20  And when they 

had mocked him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own 

clothes on him. And they led him out to crucify him.  

 21  And they compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming 

in from the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to carry his 

cross. 22  And they brought him to the place called Golgotha (which 

means Place of a Skull). 23  And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, 

but he did not take it. 24  And they crucified him and divided his 

garments among them, casting lots for them, to decide what each 

should take. 25  And it was the third hour when they crucified him. 26  And 

the inscription of the charge aga inst him read, “The King of the Jews. ”  

27  And with him they crucified two robbers, one on his right and one on 

his left. 1 29  And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads 

and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in 

three days, 30  save yourself, and come down from the cross! ”  31  So also 

the chief priests with the scribes mocked him to one another, saying, 

“He saved others; he cannot save himself. 32  Let the Christ, the King of 

Israel, come down now from the cross that we may see and believe. ”  

Those who were crucified with him also reviled him.  

 
Extinguishing the Fifth  Candle  

 
 

1 Some manuscripts insert verse 28: And the Scripture was fulfilled that says, “He was numbered with the 
transgressors.” 
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*Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted  Congregation  
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Mark 15:33 -41  Pastor Cisco Victa  

  Pastor , Lebanon Valley PCA  
 

And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole 

land until the ninth hour. 34  And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with            

a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani? ”  which means, “My God, 

my God, why have you forsaken me? ”  35  And some of the bystanders 

hearing it said, “Behold, he is calling Elijah. ”  36  And someone ran and 

filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed and gave it to him to 

drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him 

down.”  37  And Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed his last. 38  And the 

curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 39  And when 

the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed 

his last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God! ”  

 40  There were also women looking on from a distance, among whom 

were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger and 

of Joses, and Salome. 41  When he was in Galilee, they followed him and 

ministered to him, and there were also many other women who came 

up with him to Jerusalem.  

 
Extinguishing the Sixth  Candle  

Meditation:   Pastor Cisco Victa  
 

Prayer  
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*Man of Sorrows! What a Name  Congregation  
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Mark 15:42 -47  Brenda Barnhart  

  Member, Hershey PCA  
 

And when evening had come, since it was the day of Preparation, that 

is, the day before the Sabbath, 43  Joseph of Arimathea, a respected 

member of the council, who was also himself looking for the kingdom 

of God, took courage and went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 

44  Pilate was surprised to hear that he should have already died. And 

summoning the centurion, he asked him whether he was already dead. 

45  And when he learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted 

the corpse to Joseph. 46  And Joseph bought a linen shroud, and taking 

him down, wrapped him in the linen shroud and laid him in a tomb 

that had been cut out of the rock. And he rolled a stone against the 

entrance of the tomb. 47  Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses 

saw where he was laid.  

 
Extinguishing the Seventh  Candle  
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*What Wondrous Love is This  Congregation  
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Isaiah 53:2 -6  Pastor  Kertland  

  Hershey PCA  
 

[H] e grew up before him like a young plant,  

and like a root out of dry ground;  

he had no form or majesty that we should look at him,  

and no beauty that we should desire him.  

3 He was despised and rejected  by men,  

a man of sorrows  and acquainted with  grief;  

and as one from whom men hide their faces  

he was despised,  and we esteemed him not.  
 

4 Surely he has borne our griefs  

and carried our sorrows;  

yet we esteemed him stricken,  

smitten by God,  and afflicted.   

5 But he was pierced for our transgressions;  

he was crushed for our iniquities;  

upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,  

and with his wounds we are healed.   

6 All we like sheep have gone astray;  

we have turned —every one—to his own way;  

and the LORD has laid on him  

the iniquity of us all.  
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Please leave the sanctuary  

in silent meditation …  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We leave tonight in sorrow  

a waiting  the joyous announcement  

on Easter Sunday  

that  Jesus is risen  from the dead.  
 

We invite you to join us  

at  one of our worship locations  

on Easter Sunday at 10:00 AM.  
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Today’s Service Information  

1) Thank you to all our participants in today’s service!  

2) Artwork: Cover: Comfort (Strang No. 659), William Strang (1859-1921). Drypoint on paper. Plate mark: 15.00 

cm. x 20.10 cm. David Strang Gift 1955. Accession number: P 2333.637. Scottish National Gallery of Modern 

Art (Modern Two) (Print Room). View by appointment. Personal-use (non-commercial) license agreement. 

https://www.nationalgalleries.org/art-and-artists/32813. Page 19: Return of the Holy Women, Henry Ossawa 

Tanner, 1904, In the public domain. 

3) Music: “Go to Dark Gethsemane” (814) is reprinted from The Sing! Hymnal (Wheaton, IL: Crossway; Nashville, 

TN: Getty Music, 2025). “Man of Sorrows! What a Name” (246), “Ah, Holy Jesus, How Hast Thou Offended” 

(248), and “What Wondrous Love Is This” (261) are reprinted from the Trinity Hymnal (Atlanta, GA: Great 

Commission Publications, 2000). “O Lord, How Many Are My Foes!” (3) and “Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted” 

(342) are reprinted from the Trinity Psalter Hymnal (Trinity Psalter Hymnal Joint Venture, Willow Grove, PA, 

2018). Music used by permission: CCLI License #703337.  

4) Quotes: Page 2: Information on the artist William Strang from www.nationalgalleries.org/art-and-

artists/features/william-strang; “On the Brink of Death” sonnet by Michelangelo translated into modern 

English by ChatGPT on 03/27/2026. Biblical quotes are from the English Standard Version (ESV) unless 

otherwise noted. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

850 Hill Church Road  

Hummelstown, PA 17036  

717 -489 -1535  
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53 Chestnut Street  

Lebanon , PA 17042  

717 -769 -9627  

lebanonvalleypca.co m  


